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Club Catch Ups:

15t & 3" Tuesdays 6:3-8:30pm

At Now and Not Yet Café

Warrandyte

info@warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au
www.warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au

Coming Up: -

Club Catch Up: 215t April - Thom Cookes
Board Meeting: Wed. 22 April

Tunstall Market: Sun 26" -

Warrandyte Riverside Market: Sat 2 May

Club Catch Up: Tues. 5" May - Eastern
Palliative Care
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President’s April Update

We had wonderful feedback from District Governor Peter Behm following his visit to
our last club meeting. It was Peter’s first-time experiencing Warrandyte and our club,
and he was genuinely struck by the village atmosphere, the warmth of our welcome,
and the friendliness extended not only to him but also to our five visitors on the night. A
great reflection on who we are as a club.

Our Board has also continued working steadily on our Fit for Purpose plan. We’ve been
refining the new club models based on the excellent discussion at our March meeting,
and we’ll bring these updates back to all members for further conversation at our next
meeting.

Community Engagement & Partnerships

e Warrandyte Volunteer Alliance (WAVA)
Nominations have now been received for the new WAVA working group: Don
Hughes, Greg Warren, David Carty, Lesley Lyall, David Tynan, Chewy, Terry
Tovey and myself.
Our first meeting on 27 April will focus on clarifying WAVA'’s purpose, identifying
potential collaborative projects, and exploring how we can strengthen and grow
volunteerism across Warrandyte.

¢ Warrandyte Facilities Review
| joined a small delegation of community leaders in a meeting with Manningham
Council CEO Andrew Day and senior managers at Now&NotYet. Representatives
included Grant Purdy (WMIAA), Chris Chewy Padgham (Scouts/Men’s
Shed/Lions), Natalie Rinehart (WNHH), and Andrew Pattendon (Tennis Club). A
separate update on outcomes and progress will follow.

Projects, Events & Service Activity

¢ International - South Sudan Water Project
| attended two meetings with our Lions and Sudan Relief Fund partners regarding
the recently completed water well and hand pump in Yambio. This project has
been a powerful example of collaborative impact with our two local Lions clubs.
We are now planning a combined meeting where we will hear directly from the
Sudan Relief Fund’s on-the-ground project lead, who has been directing
operations in the region for more than a decade. Whether in person or online,
this will be a valuable opportunity to gain first-hand insight into the challenges
faced in South Sudan and the positive, life-changing impact this project has had
on children and their families.
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Youth Mental Health

I’m currently exploring a local youth mental health initiative and gathering further
information.

EarlyAct - Anderson’s Creek Primary School

| coordinated a visit with Kathy Monley (Manningham Cluster) for ACPS teacher
Terpsi Miliaresis and Supes Soundararajan a parent and volunteer from 1st
Doncaster Scouts, and myself to observe the EarlyAct club at Beverley Hills PS
on 21 April.

It was inspiring to see around 40 enthusiastic Grade 5/6 students planning
fundraising and service projects. Supes has written a newsletter article and is
helping us prepare for the ACPS EarlyAct launch on 6 May.

Art Show - School Awards

Warrandyte Artisan Sarai Meyerink who judged the student’s exhibition at our
recent Art Show, and | attended the Warrandyte High School assembly to
present Art Show prizes and certificates. The students’ pride, and the loud
cheers from their peers, was a highlight. | look forward to catching up with
Principal Luke Ventieri to progress planning for an Interact Club, and to
introduce RYPEN and MUNA opportunities for the next Rotary year.

Fundraising Operations

Op Shop

With Bryn away in Europe for five weeks, Rob and | have been providing support
as needed. Our volunteers have been outstanding, keeping the shop running
smoothly and maintaining strong community engagement.

Tunstall Market

Paul Granger has been working closely with Manningham Council over recent
months to secure a new agreement for the Tunstall Market. We’re very pleased
to confirm that a new arrangement running through to the end of 2026 has now
been signed. This gives us a terrific opportunity to introduce a small number of
new vendors and to add acoustic music performances at each market.

It’s an exciting step forward for Tunstall, and one we’re confident will help bring
a little extra sunshine to the last Sunday morning of every month.

Communications & Public Image

Art Show social media

Our social media presence received a significant boost thanks to the Art Show.
Bambi Gordon, Katie Taubert and Judy Hall led the charge, supported by many
members who shared, reposted and liked content. A great team effort.
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MEETING NOTES FROM 215" MARCH

It was great to get back together after a long break. We have all recovered from the Art
Show and are now planning for the months to come. Our next Catch Up will be a Club
Forum when Olive will lead a discussion about the direction of our club, so this will be a
very important meeting to be present and to hear what the board has been discussing.

Our last catch up was very encouraging with almost full attendance to hear a really
impressive guest speaker in Thom Cookes. We were also fortunate that our DG Peter
Behm made a visit to our club on such an interesting night.

As well as Peter Behm and our guest speaker Thom Cookes, it was wonderful to greet
our old friend and former member Stephen Ennor, visiting from Queensland, Allen
Bollands -an artist volunteer who helped at the art show, Kevin from the Rotary Club of
Eltham, visitors Ellen and Steve from Hurstbridge who saw the social media post about
Thom Cookes talk and decided to come along, our dedicated friend Tony Cull and
partners Marianne Mooney and Lena Molinaro. So, it was almost a full house which was
terrific. Derek was an apology but Thom’s daughter who works at NaNY was there to
help with the catering and a delicious meal of lasagne.

REPORTS:

Secretary Judy: - a reminder for all members to renew their Working with Children
Checks when you are notified by email or mail — as it is a requirement of all Rotary
Members these days.

Treasurer Reg: is working on a budget reforecast as some expected expenditure has
changed. All is tracking well with better income in the second half of the year.

Art Show: Judy mentioned briefly that the Art Show this year was a huge success with a
much better bottom line than last year for many reasons we think. We will be doing a
detailed debriefing on May 19" with financial information and statistics available but we
were very proud of the effort this year thanks to many club members and volunteers
from the community. So well done us!

Fellowship: Marg George reported that Lena and Frank have recommended a really
good Mediterranean restaurant in North Blackburn called T17 so Marg will organize a
social night there.

Op Shop: Manager Bryn is on leave for a few weeks, so Olive and Rob are dealing with
any issues that arise — necessitating a few unscheduled visits to the OP Shop to sort
things out but generally everything is going well.
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District Governor Peter Behm

Peter gave short address about the importance of
Rotary as an organization that welcomes people of all
ages. We tend to lean toward the retiree age group,
but Peter related the story of how recently one of the
bayside clubs inducted a young Chinese audiologist
who is loving her involvement in the Rotary Club she
joined. She had told Peter that prior to joining Rotary
she worked all day then spent her nights quite
socially isolated and her life was very routine and
mundane. Some of her clients were Rotarians from a
particular club, who invited her along to a meeting.
She was so impressed by the friendliness of the club
members and the interesting activities they were
involved with that she kept going back and eventually
joined and is now recruiting some of her friends. It
was a really good news story about the power or
connection and friendship that Rotary can offer.
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Guest Speaker Thom Cookes:

Thom is a true blue “Warranditian” — having
attended Warrandyte Primary School. He told
us that his mother started the Warrandyte
Market all those years ago — so lots of history

there!

Thom started his working life as a journalist with »
The Age then found his way into film and
television around the time of the TV series
“Race Around the World” which showcased
people filming in interesting places using mini
DVD cameras. He was greatly influenced by this

programme and soon found his niche as a
foreign correspondent with “Date Line” an SBS Documentary series in the early 2000s.

Around then he spent a lot of time in Papua New Guinea reporting on the newly
independent nation as it organized itself politically as a democratic nation. He was
fascinated by the people, culture and PNG environment and ended up making a film
documenting the events, which he showed short clips of to us. The situation In PNG was
quite volatile but fascinating. He met and befriended the father of the PNG constitution
John Momis a really interesting character who lives up in the mountainous regions of
PNG and was very influential at the time.

He also spent a lot of his working life in the middle east after the events of 9/11. He
found himself in Lebanon where he gained a deeper understanding of Hezbollah and it’s
influence and importance to Lebanon - surprisingly it is an organization which provides
all kinds of social services to the people of Lebanon so it has a wide social reach which
we have no understanding of as it is seen by the West as purely a terrorist organization.

He visited Jordan where Iraqi soldiers were training and spent time in the ancient city of
Petra with 3 local horse riders whose job it was to “police” tourists. He became very
friendly with the trio and spent a lot of time learning about their culture and the politics
of the area. Also with Dateline in 2007 he visited Gaza as the Israeli army invaded and
witnessed the shooting of another journalist as they were covering a particular story. He
also covered the Afghanistan war with the Australian armed forces and saw a bitof a
developing culture of Kill Capture Missions which have been in the news of late.
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On a less sombre note, about 20 years ago he spent time in Switzerland with
scientist/environmentalists covering a story about receding glaciers in Austria and
Switzerland - the Pasterze Glacier in Austria, one of the largest is predicted to be
retreating over 20 metres annually, threatening water supplies. Many smaller glaciers
have completely disappeared. He said he managed the local languages well enough as
journalists have a local interpreter with them at all times to assist.

Thom could have talked for hours but his time was up very soon. It was a fascinating
presentation and we hope to get Thom back again soon to hear more of his tales. He no
longer works as a Foreign Correspondent but works now for the Barnett Institute. We
look forward to seeing him again.

Above - Marianne Mooney
(L) and Colin Hall (R) with
visitors Ellen and Steve.
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What’s Coming Up

Saturday 2" May
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Tuesday 5" May

Club Catch Up at Now & Not Yet Café 6.30 for 7pm
start.
Note — change of program - Living with a Terminal Illness
postponed until 4" August
Club Forum and Discussions
Chair: President Olive

Tuesday 12" May

No Meeting

Tuesday 19" May

Club Catch Up - Art Show Report and thankyou to our
helpers.

Tuesday 26™ May

No Meeting

Sunday 31°t May

Tunstall Square
MARKET

Tuesday 2" June Club Catch Up at Now & Not Yet Café 6.30 for 7pm
start.

Saturday 6™ June ﬁ%m,p
4/ % ; .\\

Tuesdy 9" June No meeting

Tuesday 16™ June

Club Catch Up at Now & Not Yet Café 6.30 for 7pm
start.

Tuesday 21°* June

No meeting
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Rob and Judy attended the Park Orchards Lions Club Yarra Valley Art Show opening
night last Wednesday. This was the winning Watercolour by one of our favourite
artists It Hao Pheh who supports our Art Show.

/ps('m /&‘(5{1/
- ANZAC DAY —
Apal 25th
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Tunstall Market Today

The weather was magical, there were good crowds & intereting stalls, lots of scouts and parent

helpers of all ages. The kids were forgiven for being distracted by our old friend the parrot (he’s over
60 years old and as frisky as ever!) -he’s been visiting the market for years and years.
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Music students from a local
school played for the delight of
the market customers.




