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The “Walter Magilton Best in Show” winner, artist Vivi Palegeorge 
with her oil painting “Bushland Impressions, Warrandyte” being 

presented with her certificate by Denise Keele-bedford at the Art 
Show Opening Night. This will be a perpetual award in Walter’s 

name in honour of his great support of the Arts and our Art Show 
over many years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Catch Ups:  

1st & 3rd Tuesdays 6:3-8:30pm  

At Now and Not Yet Café  

Warrandyte 

info@warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au  

www.warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au  

Coming Up: -  

Club Catch Up: 21st April – Thom Cookes  

Board Meeting: Wed. 22 April 

Tunstall Market: Sun 26th –  

Warrandyte Riverside Market:  Sat 2 May  

Club Catch Up: Tues. 5th May – Eastern 
Palliative Care  

 

12th April 2026 

mailto:info@warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au
http://www.warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au/


 

  
 

 

 

 

What’s Coming Up Soon 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 14th April No Meeting 

Tuesday 21st April  CATCH UP at Now and Not Yet Café, 6.30 for 7pm 
start. 

Guest Speaker: Thom Cookes – award winning 
journalist with experience in Afghanistan and many 
other interesting places.   
Chair: Rob Edwards  
  

Sunday April 26th  

 
Saturday 2nd May  

 
Tuesday 5th May Club Catch Up at Now & Not Yet Café 6.30 for 7pm 

start. 
Guest Speaker – Eastern Palliative Care  
“Living Well with a Terminal Illness” 
 
Chair: Judy Hall  
 

Tuesday 12th May No Meeting 

Tuesday 19th May Club Catch Up  – Art Show Report and thankyou to our 
helpers.  

Tuesday 26th May  No Meeting  

Sunday 31st May 

 



 

  
 

 

 

 

We hope you all had a very happy and relaxing Easter – we’ve recharged our batteries 
following the Art show.  Olive and Reg have been in Rotary training over the weekend, for 
next year – and thinking about the rest of the Rotary year which looms large on the 
calendar! How time flies as they say. We look forward to getting together on 21st  for our 
next Catch – up.   

The Art Show – what a weekend it was – with a huge amount of work by many people 
who helped put it all together. A particular thanks go to many people starting with Reg 
for his work on the data base, Terry and Marianne for organizing the catalogue, sales and 
contact with the artists. The re-introduced student art by Warrandyte High School was 
organized by Olive, Sarai Meyerink, Denise Keele-bedford and WHS Art teacher Lisa.  Big 

thanks to Wayne Rankin who designed 
the graphics, catalogue and signage,  Rob 
for organizing the logistics around the set 
-up and pull down, Bambi Gordon and 
Katie Taubert for additional social media 
posting, The Pink Ladies for the catering 
on Friday night and our judge Julie 

Merrigan who had the difficult task of choosing winners from so many great works. We 
are thankful to all the sponsors and people who donated prizes and vouchers. And 
loads of other people!   

The Artisans Off the Wall exhibition was a success again with interesting 3D art works 
that were very popular and thanks to Denise and Terry for the organization of the 
exhibition. Margaret Christiansen’s core10 steel garden sculptures were popular again 
with the 2 largest ones selling. Another interesting and popular 2D display was by Kate 
Howard (right) with her lovely glass works made from dozens of wine glass bases. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
 

 

 

 

The reintroduced  student art (left) from 
years 8-12 Warrandyte High School was 
a huge success with over 50 2D and 3D 
items on display. A huge thanks to 
Olive, Denise and art teacher Lisa who 
oversaw the curating and logistics of 
the works, and to Sarai who judged the 
student art, the winners of which were 

announced on Sunday.   

We couldn’t have done it without the help of other community groups such as the 
Cricket Club who did all the heavy lifting for set up and pull down, and volunteers from 
the other sporting groups, Probus, Artisans and assorted individuals who helped on the 
Friday morning and at pull down on Sunday.  We had a lovely young Monash Uni Student 
who saw our Obrien Real estate boards sponsored by Frank,  in four strategic spots and 
offered her time, so she came along and helped move and stack all the chairs in the 
auditorium on Wednesday prior to the arrival of the screens and poles for the lighting 
which were all in place by Wednesday night. She also helped during the weekend and at 
pull down. It truly was a community effort but the heart of it was our small Rotary Club 
members and partners who came along during the weekend and helped with entry and 
raffle sales, general enquiries and any odd jobs that needed doing.  

The artwork was again of high quality with many new artists, and well-known ones who 
have support our show over the years. We had some really good feedback from viewers 
that the display was the best ever – and we thank artists Sarai Meyerink, Nadine Kelly 
and Pamela Pretty who curated the exhibition so that the 

works were displayed in the best 
way to enhance their effect.  

Friday night was a great night again 
with our stste MP Nicole Werner 
opening the show on her birthday 
so we did sing happy birthday to 
her which she thought was great 
fun!   Judge Julie Merrigan did a 
really good job of discussing her 
winning choices and announcing 
the winners of each category.  



 

  
 

 

 

 

Here is a comprehensive list of winners across all the aspects of the Art Show.  

Best Oil or Acrylic went to Mary Hyde for “Moorings”, Best Work on Paper was Julian 
Bruere’s “Snow Covered Tracks”, Best Textile “Sacred Tree”, by Jodi Philpott, Best 
Photography/ Digital Art went to Duncan Frost for “Costa Rica”. Five Highly 
Commended Awards went to David Baxter for his photograph “Little Passenger”, Claire 
Holt’s oil “Bouquet of Colour”, Cherry Mander’s oil “Still life”, Bernadette Walsh’s 
delicate water colour “Hovea Linearis, Warrandyte Native” and to Lynette Buley for her 
pencil work of “Village of Turenne, Correze, France. The People’s Choice Award went to 
It Hao Pheh for his impressive water colour “Beyond the Entrance”.  

The Student Art was ably judged by local artist Sarai Meyerink and announced on 
Sunday to the eager students and their families. The Student Best in Show went to Zoe 
Whelan for “Untitled” a very interesting mixed media work depicting 3 faces in different 
aspects but very well composed and executed,  Best 3D Work by Elle Wuchatsch for 
“All is Not What it Seems”, Best Year 12 by Eden Ferguson for “Untitled”, the Best Year 
11 by Charlotte Dibb for “Self Portrait” and Best Year 10 “The Prepper” by Max 
Marshall. Congratulations to all the winners in both sections.  

The Raffle Prize winners were 1st Prize – a lovely It Hao Pheh water colour went to thrilled 
local lass Jacki Rota, 2nd Prize a beautiful Glass work by Wayne Rankin called “Moon 
Scape” went to Lyn McDonald (who was volunteering with us at the time and was 
thrilled), and third prize of a linen hamper donated by Simba Global went to Jan from 
Warrandyte. The lucky door prize donated by Roseanne Gay of a Frozen Drink Maker 
went to Cheryl Kay (daughter of Ron Kay a past president and member of the former 
Warrandyte Club).  

 We look forward to a more comprehensive report when we have a full club debriefing 
which will happen in the next few weeks once all the 
data is collected.  
Enjoy the photos.  

 

                     

 

 

 



 

  
 

 

 

 

                      

                             

                                   

 

  

  

 

                                     

  

                                           

           

 

The Walter Magilton Best In Show, 
oil  “Bushland  Impressions, 

Warrandyte” by Vivi  Palegeorge 

 

A New Category - Best Textile 
“Sacred Tree” by Jodi Philpott  

Judge Julie Merrigan with Duncan Frost’s 
“Costa Rica” winner of the Best 

Photography category, also  a new 
category, which was well patronised.  

It Hao Pheh’s watercolour “Beyond the 
Entrance” – winner of the People’s Choice 

Award. 



 

  
 

 

            

          

       

                   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                              More photos on the last  page  

Mary Hyde with her winning Best 
Oil or Acrylic “Moorings” . 

Julian Bruere with his Best Work on 
Paper “Snow Covered Track” 

“Still Life” - Highly Commended by 
Cherry Manders and above some 
interesting ceramics by Jack Latti.  



 

  
 

 

 

A Huge Thankyou to all our Sponsors. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

   

                                 

 

                                                          

                             

    

                                       

 

 

 

 

David Molyneux Mortgage Broking 

 

 

  



 

  
 

 

 

THOM COOKES - GUEST SPEAKER ON 21ST APRIL  

INFORMATION COPIED FROM ROCKET REACH AND THE VIDEO 
JOURNO WEB SITES. 

  

 

 

Thom Cookes (left) with Matthew Carney in 
2012 having won the Walkley Award for Best 
International Journalisim (Pic Source 
Walkleys.com).  

 

THOM COOKES WORK 

• 2024 - now  Multimedia Producer @ Burnet Institute 
• 2024 - now  Post-Grad study @ Monash University Waterski & Wakeboard 
• 2017 - 2024 Director @ Stony Creek Films 

 THOM COOKES EDUCATION 

• ELTHAM College 
• La Trobe University 

 THOM COOKES SKILLS 

• Cinematography 
• Audio Post Production 
• News Writing 

THOM COOKES SUMMARY 

Thom Cookes, based in Melbourne, VIC, AU, is currently a Multimedia Producer at 
Burnet Institute.  
Thom Cookes brings experience from previous roles at Monash University, Stony 
Creek Films, Orygen, The National Centre of Excellence in Youth Mental Health and 
The Project.  
 With a robust skill set that includes Cinematography, Audio Post Production, News 
Writing, Digital Media, Documentaries and more.  

https://rocketreach.co/burnet-institute-profile_b5c190abf42e08c3
https://rocketreach.co/monash-university-waterski-wakeboard-profile_b5c60fcdf42e0c50
https://rocketreach.co/stony-creek-films-profile_b77f43dcc533e824


 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

TUESDAY 5TH MAY – GUEST SPEAKERS FROM EASTERN PALLIATIVE CARE. 

RSVPS NEEDED FOR CATERING THANKS 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
 

 

 

 

       

            

 

Top – Highly Commended by Lynette Buley and Bernadette Walsh 

Bottom left   – interesting sculptures by Jack Latti and right – masks by Isobel 
Magilton and various other 3D items in the Off the Wall Exhibition. 

 


